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Case Study of Korean Alternative Military Service
Policy Change

Sinsook Kim & Hyung Jun Park

This study analyzes the variations and causes of historical change in the
military service system in the Republic of Korea. Especially, it focuses on the
alternative service policy. The military service system has functioned as a
medium connecting eligible population supply to the demand of actual forces.
Countries running conscription have been sharing the inevitable problem of
imbalance between supply and demand in regards to population.

To systematically analyze various forms of alternative services, I firstly
propose grouping into four categories: social service, conversional service,
industrial support service, and professional service. Historical analysis reveals
external changes in the number and names of individual alternative policies.
However, I find that the essence of alternative service policy in terms of four
types has continued and this can be referred as “path dependency.” To
analyze the cause of “path dependency,” I organize research framework into
three levels: population factor, socio-economic factor, and actor factors.

In summary, at initial pace, the alternative service system was created to
eliminate a surplus manpower. However, once each system was created, other
policy objectives were added, causing increased number of stakeholders. The
actors kept participating in the decision-making process while sharing the

benefits and made it difficult to change policies.

[Key words : military service institution, conscription, alternative service, path

dependencyl





