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Even in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and thorny challenges thrown around
in the global political landscape, we need continuing efforts at deepening cooperation
in order to promote stability on the Korean peninsula and in Northeast Asia,

In line with such efforts, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS)
of the Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA) will convene
the 2020 Northeast Asia Peace and Cooperation Forum under the theme of

“A New Vision for Regional Confidence Building,”

The Forum will bring together renowned scholars and experts
with multi-disciplinary backgrounds to discuss the challenges
that would shape the future of Northeast Asia and develop a long-term vision for
sustainable peace and prosperity in the region,

We look forward to your participation and interest in our forum which aims to set
a new path forward for regional cooperation,

Thank you,

KIM Joon Hyung KNDA Chancellor
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2020 Northeast Asia Peace and Cooperation Forum

A New Vision for Regional Confidence Building

December 3-4, 2020

Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS)
Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA)

l. Background

Northeast Asia is a region in need of greater multilateral cooperation given its
geographical proximity and strengthened economic interdependence epitomized by trade
and the rise of global/regional value chains. It is more so in the face of recent periodic
outbreak of infectious diseases and natural disasters that require a coordinated cross-border
response. Major countries in Northeast Asia, however, have shown a preference to rely on
bilateral arrangements rather than multilateral measures. Recently, it has become more
difficult to form a common consensus on regional issues due to the intensifying strategic
competition among major powers and unsolved security agendas including the North Korean
nuclear issue, thus nurturing instability in bilateral relations and hindering the existing
multilateral endeavors. The constraints stemming from dealing the hard issues are making it
difficult to better cooperate even in other soft issue areas.

Calls have been made at various levels for a discussion framework to develop a full-
functioning multilateral platform in the region. Multilateral cooperation among regional
powers have been developed at a comprehensive level of strengthening its relations, but
efforts to share each country's vision and goals in the areas of peace building and security,
and to broaden their consensus in such areas, have made relatively little progress. Republic
of Korea, meanwhile, has been putting a high priority on advancing the projects aimed at
facilitating multilateral discussions which could serve to iron out mutual misunderstandings
in the short run and ultimately contribute to a granted regional peace and security. In line
with these efforts, at the 8" China-Japan-Korea Trilateral Summit held in 2019, the three
Heads of State concurred on the need for academic discussions stating in its outcome
document that "we will keep our joint efforts to further enhance regional dialogue and trust,
including holding academic discussions under the framework of Trilateral Cooperation with
participations from other relevant partners.”

It is worth noting that the Eastern and Western-Bloc countries created together several
multilateral security arrangements that played certain roles even at the climax of the Cold
War. The key members of the NATO and the Warsaw Pact grappled with security challenges
under the CSCE umbrella. The "Helsinki process" launched in the 1970s designed a set of
initial confidence-building measures, and in 1980s, Operational Arms Control was introduced
at the Stockholm Conference. In 1990s, the CSCE conference in Vienna introduced
Structural Arms Control, and the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) was
concluded. The answer does not necessarily lie in simply applying the CSCE's arms control
regime to the Northeast Asian context, but lessons learned from Europe's case of “non-
confrontational approach to hostile confrontation” could stimulate constructive discussion on
ways to navigate security challenges facing the region. A new picture with a multilateral
framework in which various regional players interact would work to remedy the shortcomings
of the existing architecture by minimizing structural instability and unnecessary dissonance.



Il. Program (tentative)

At this backdrop, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) of the
Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA) is preparing to convene the 2020 Northeast
Asia Peace Cooperation Forum addressing such agendas on December 3-4, 2020. We hope
to bring together distinguished scholars and experts to discuss confidence-building
measures in the region under the theme of “A New Vision for Regional Confidence
Building”.

The Forum aims to provide an open and flexible venue, in which all regional experts can
share their views on pressing issues of the region and explore new opportunities for
multilateral cooperation. So, participation in the Forum will not be limited to experts from
countries within the region but also include renowned experts from other relevant countries
and entities.

Through a diverse and lively discussion, we hope to be able to diagnose the latest
developments and pending issues in the region, share the vision each country has for future
challenges and changes in the regional structure, and explore multilateral framework
alternatives for peace and security cooperation in the region.

IFANS is planning a two-day webinar composed of three sessions (the first two open to
the public and the latter a closed one) that will be held at the Hotel Shilla in Seoul for
resident experts and via online participation for those from abroad.

Tentative program and agenda are as follows:

December 3, 2020

Opening Remarks

13:30-13:40 KIM Joon Hyung
Chancellor, Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA)

Special Address

13:40-13:50 H.E. Federica MOGHERINI

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/
Vice President of the European Commission (2014-2019)

SESSION |
The Quest for Confidence Building Measures in Northeast Asia: Lessons from Europe

Reviewing the European experiences of a regional security regime such as CSCE and searching the possibilities
of applying the European model to the Northeast Asian context, while exploring mid- or long-term directions of
Northeast Asia's multilateral security framework to improve transparency and minimize the probability of
incidental collisions. (In English)

Keynote Speech
13:50-14:00 H.E. Jamie SHEA
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Emerging Security Challenges, NATO
Roundtable Discussion
Chair
KIM Joon Hyung Chancellor, KNDA
14:00-15:30 Panel
JIA Qingguo Professor, Peking University
SOEYA Yoshihide Professor, Keio University
JUN Bong-Geun Professor, KNDA
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SESSION I
Initial Confidence Building Measures among China, Japan, and Korea:
Searching for Practicalities

Assessing the China-Japan Maritime and Arial Communication Mechanism and reviewing the possibilities of
extending it to a multilateral mechanism; providing humanitarian relief; holding joint disaster relief exercise;
launching military officials exchange; cooperation on health security. (In English)

Chair
KIM Ki Jung President, Institute for National Security Strategy

Presentation

Presenter

16:00-16:30 WANG Junsheng Professor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
ENDO Ken Professor, Hokkaido University

PARK Changhee Professor, Korea National Defense University (KNDU)

Panel Discussion

Discussants

CAO Qun Associate Researcher Fellow, CIIS

YOSHIDA Fumihiko Director, Research Center for Nuclear Weapons Abolition
16:30-18:00 Patricia M. KIM Senior Policy Analyst, USIP

KIM Han-kwon Professor, KNDA

December 4, 2020

SPECIAL SESSION
Countering the Pandemic: Making a Safe Region

In relation to the prolonged pandemic situation, seeking specific visions and measures to advance health security
as immediate part of trust building among regional countries: beyond technical discussion for quarantine
cooperation, explore the possibility of long-term architecture construction.

(Closed Session in Korean & English, simultaneous interpretation provided)

Chair
H.E. OH Youngju President of IFANS, KNDA

Presentation

Presenter
14:00-14:40 CHUN Jahyun Professor, Yonsei University
CHOI Heesik, Professor, Kukmin University

Roundtable Discussion

Discussants

Liu MING Professor, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences (SASS)
Kayo TAKUMA Professor, Tokyo Metropolitan University

HOO Chiew-Ping Senior Lecturer, National University of Malaysia (UKM)

_ _ Aleksandr VORONTSQV Professor, Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian
14:40-16:00 Academy of Sciences (RAS)

Enhbaigali BYAMBASUREN Former General Director, Institute for Strategic
Studies

KIM Dong Soo0 Professor, Pukyong University

WON Dong Wook Professor, Dong-A University

lll. Long-term Goals

KNDA hopes to build a consensus on the need for regularizing discussions on
confidence building among regional countries throughout the process of preparing this
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year's Forum. We hope to discuss how we can establish a forum-type research
cooperation system among the representative institutes and hold Track-2 conferences
annually to gather insights and set new directions for further cooperation.
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